Tilburg University 

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Information Letter to the Chinese Partner Institutions 

Graduate Inflow Scheme for Academic Year 2009-2010
1. Introduction 

Based on the bilateral agreements on academic cooperation between a number of selected Chinese universities and Tilburg University, graduate students from the Chinese partner universities have the opportunity to take part in the Graduate Inflow Scheme. Under this scheme, students spend one year of their graduate studies in Tilburg by participating in one of the one-year Master’s programmes offered by Tilburg University. 
This letter to our Chinese partners specifies the procedure and time schedule of the application and admission process regarding this joint activity.    

2. Programmes offered

For the academic year 2009-2010 students may choose from the following list of one-year Master’s programmes, all offered by the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration of Tilburg University, and all leading to an MSc degree. Partners are encouraged to select students for various programmes.  
Economics 

· MSc Economics

· MSc International Economics and Finance 

· MSc Economics and Finance of Aging 

Business

· MSc International Business 

· MSc Accounting
· MSc Information Management

· MSc Financial Management 

· MSc Investment Analysis 

· MSc Strategic Management

· MSc Logistics and Operations Management

· MSc Marketing Management

· MSc Marketing Research

Econometrics

· MSc Mathematical Economics and Econometric Methods
· MSc Operations Research and Management Science
· MSc Quantitative Finance and Actuarial Sciences
A description of the contents and structure of these programmes is available on the Tilburg University website. See: 

http://www.tilburguniversity.nl/prospectivestudents/masters/programmes/
Alternatively, brochures with more detailed information about the programme content and application procedure can also be downloaded from the website:

http://www.tilburguniversity.nl/prospectivestudents/masters/contact/downloadabrochure.html
3. Entry requirements 
To be admitted to one of the MSc programmes, candidates should meet four main criteria:

· The applicant must be supported by the partner institution, as indicated by a completed and signed standard letter of recommendation (see: Appendix 1).

· The applicant must have an excellent academic background

     (Bachelor’s degree) in the field they would like to study. 

· The applicant must have a high motivation to study at Tilburg University.

· The applicant must have a very good command of oral and written English (IELTS with a minimum overall score of 6.5 and a minimum score of 6.0 on individual parts. Alternatively, Internet based TOEFL, with a minimum score of 90).
4. Scholarships (2009-2010)
To support graduate students of our Chinese partner network, Tilburg University has created a special scholarship fund. The scholarship consists of two components: 

· A partial tuition waiver. Students from the partner universities who are admitted to an MSc programme at Tilburg University will pay a reduced tuition fee (€ 6.288), which is equivalent to the Bachelor fee for non-EEA citizens. The regular tuition fee (academic year 2009-2010) is € 10.272 for non-EEA Master’s students, which means that students from the partner universities will receive a reduction of nearly 40%. Please note that the tuition fees for academic year 2009-2010 include the visa costs.
· A grant. Students from the partner universities who are admitted to the programme can receive a monthly allowance of € 300 over 12 months to cover part of the living expenses in Tilburg. 
For each Chinese partner institution, we offer five partial tuition waivers and a maximum of two competitive grants. However, if one partner university uses less than two grants, these funds can be transferred to students from other partner universities. Students who want to apply for a scholarship should mention this in their Statement of Purpose (see: Application Package).
5. Application & admission procedure 
The application and admission procedure is scheduled along the following steps and deadlines:
February/March
Selection of eligible students by the Chinese partner 

April 15th
 
Deadline for submitting the complete application package

(see below for details)

Before June 1st 
Final admission decision.

Tilburg University will send the admission letter including

the statement of allocation of grants. Furthermore, "Ticket

to Tilburg", a manual that describes what students need to know and do, to prepare for arrival to The Netherlands.

June 1st

Tilburg University will start the visa procedure. Students

will be contacted directly for any other required documents.

June / July
 
The student will receive "Pack Your Bags", a manual that

gives the student extensive information on things to do

and be aware of before departure to the Netherlands.

August 20-21-22
Arrival days at Tilburg University. The student will receive the booklet "Tilburg Survival Kit". It contains information

on topics the student needs to know about during their stay in Tilburg.

August 24-28 
 
Welcome Week for international students. In order to

quickly adapt to campus life, learn about Tilburg city and

complete necessary formalities, Tilburg University organizes this week. All new international students are expected to participate.

6. Application package 

The application package of each candidate should include the following documents:

· A completed and signed application form, which is available online: 
http://studiegids.uvt.nl/it10.Appl_Form?appl=MSc&pfac=FEW&bron=on
· A copy of the student’s passport (valid until September 2010).
· A certified copy of the student’s Bachelor’s degree, including a transcript of all records/lists of grades. If you have not obtained your diploma yet, please enclose a certified copy of your most recent transcript of records/list of grades.
· A copy of the standard letter of recommendation, completed and signed by the partner institution (see: Appendix 1).
· A sworn English translation of all diplomas/certificates, transcripts of records/ list of grades and other documents.
· A true copy of the English test results, IELTS or TOEFL.
· A Statement of Purpose, including the motivation and background of the
applicant. In this letter students may also apply for the scholarship.
· A NESO certificate, to be issued by the Netherlands Educational Support Office (NESO) in Beijing. See: www.nesochina.com
Important information about the NESO certificate

Please note that Tilburg University must receive the NESO-certificate of each applicant no later than May 15th, 2009. Without the NESO-certificate, Tilburg University is unable to start the visa procedure on behalf of the student.  

7. Address

Applicants need to send the complete application package to the following address:

Tilburg University
Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
International Student Services Office (K235)
Ms. Alejandra van Delft
PO Box 90153
5000 LE TILBURG
The Netherlands

APPENDIX 1: Standard letter of recommendation
To Whom It May Concern:

I hereby declare that ………………………………………………………………. 
(please enter name of University)
as represented by ……………………………………………………………… (please enter name of contact person)* 
supports the application of………………………………………………………………………………………..
(please enter name of student + Date of Birth) 
for the MSc programme of ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(please enter name of programme) 
at Tilburg University for Academic Year 2009/2010 as part of the Graduate Inflow Scheme between a number of selected Chinese universities and Tilburg University.

Yours sincerely,

*Contact details:
Name:………………………………………………………………………………….

Position: ………………………………………………………………………………
Phone:…………………………………. Email: …………………………………….

